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TALES OF SHIVAJI 


Shivaji, famous as a warrior and patriot, was also renowned for his 
kindness. His behaviour managed to convert a spunky young mother, 
an avenging widow, and a terrified maiden into devoted friends. Not 
only did the rful Maratha display humility and a constant sense 
of fair play, fabs upheld the honour of every woman whether rich 
or poor, enemy or ally. 
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HIRA THE MILKMAID 
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а RAIGADH, CHHATRAPATI SHIVAUI'S CAPITAL, | 
Lulli VAS SITUATED ON THE TOP OF A HILL. 
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AT THE FOOT OF THE HILL THERE WAS A VILLAGE. 


WHERE HIRA, A MILKMAID, LIVED ONN 
WITH HER LITTLE CHILD AND HER КЙ 
MOTHER-IN-LAW. ΠΠ Y > 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CHILD WITH HER | [MIRA WOULD GO TO RAIGADH TWICE A DAY-| 
r^ THER ДОЛЫ, x им THE MORNING AND IN THE EVENING... 
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CARRIED AWAY BY THE MERRY-MAKING , 
SHE LOST COUNT OF THE HOURS. 


| FREE TO BE WITH HER CHILD. 
| 1 — 


[πο SELL MILK TO THE PEOPLE IN THE | |BY SUNSET SHE WOULD BE HOME AND 
FORT. I 


hy rre 
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III. Š 
| /T WAS SIX IN THE EVENING f 
THE MAIN GATE OF THE FORT 
WOULD SOON BE CLOSED! 
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|...BUT IT WAS TOO LATE. 


ONCE, DURING THE KOJAGIR FESTIVAL, HIRA| απ 
|STQPPED 70 WATCH THE CELEBRATIONS, 
AFTER HER AFTERNOON ROUND. 
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OPEN THE САТЕ ! 
WHAT FOR? 


IT'S NO USE. 
THEY'RE NOT 
GOING TO OPEN 


— -Ω 
OX WHAT SHALL 
'Y ! VO? BAALYA 
MUST BE CRYING 
FOR ME. 


---------- 9 ΕΞ ' a ü i | à IT’S TOO HIGH 
| WANT TO GO HOME. MY INE | DON’T YOU KNOW 8 | | MUST GET OUT 7 { HERE. PERHAPS 
CHILD WILL BE wArrING. |, * .:Ν Ἱ ONCE THE GATE 15 | OF THE FORT. EVEN = Of FURTHER DOWN 
FOR МЕ ! 1 HAVE TO GO Υ ----. A. CLOSED IT MUST NOT IF | HAVE TO DENS 
BACK TO HIM! jos] 


\ ИЛЕТ I 
BE OPENED TILL | CLIMB OVER THE j i h IT MIGHT BE 


MORNING . THE WALL TO DO IT! : ; POSSIBLE . 


CHHATRAPATI'S 


- ху SHE KEPT WALKING ALONGSIDE THE WHEN SHE REACHED THE 
ha N ww | WALL, LOOKING HOPEFULLY UP AT EASTERN SIDE, SHE SUDDENLY 
= IT FROM TIME TO TIME. STOPPED. 


[νου CAN SPEND THE 
| NIGHT WITH SOME FAMILY 


[ОРЕН IT JUST A LITTLE. | 

JUST ENOUGH FOR ME | 
ы SLIP OUT. PLEASE. 
| 
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W SPEND THE NIGHT 
IT CAN'T BE | HERE ? AWAY FROM 
РОМЕ . ORDERS М мү CHILD г мо, NO, 
ARE ORDERS! | ) i — NEVER! 
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SHE HID HER EMPTY VESSEL IN THE 
BUSHES ... == s=. = 


TALES OF SHIVAJI 
η |...CLAMBERED UP THE WALL... 
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ONCE SHE SLIPPED AND 
LOST HER FOOTHOLD. 


[FORTUNATELY FOR HER THERE WAS A | 
[BUSH LOWER DOWN. SHE HUNG ON TO TT vod 


= | «AND STEADIED HERSELF. 
..AND SLITHERED DOWN 2 - 
TO THE OTHER SIDE. 


I'M COMING ё 
BAALYA : 


E: — 
DSS | 
а Оо, 
“ы. 


|7МЕМ SHE STARTED CLIMBING 
[DOWN THE HILL. IT WAS VERY |[ ἡ} № 
STEEP AND SHE HAD ТО BE A 
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| CAREFUL. 
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[τηε FOL LOWING MORNING WHEN THE 


GUARDS OPENED THE GATE... | 


] [THEY COULD NOT 
BELIEVE THEIR EYES. 


BUT...YOU 
\ WERE INSIDE 


\ 
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στ — — — 
NN ---UNLESS THERE 15 
A SECRET PASSAGE. 


А AND THE MAHARAJ 
| WOULD LIKE TO 


HEAR ABOUT THAT! 


MAHARAJ. 


THE GUARDS MARCHED HIRA OFF TO 
SHIVAJI AND TOLD HIM EVERYTHING . 


ICAN, 
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------------ — OY =a 
HIRA ¿ED THE ROYAL PARTY TO THE 
EASTERN SIDE OF THE FORT. 


HERE’S THE 
VESSEL | LEFT 


\ BEHIND, MAHARAJ. d 
ie 


M 
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pv WALKED UP TO 
THE WALL. 


DOWN NOW 
THE SAME 


CAN YOU CLIMB 


HIRA CLAMBERED™~ UP THE 
WALL WITH EASE. 


USING 
ROUT! ἘΞ 
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...SHE WAS TERRIFIED- | 


BECAUSE... BECAUSE... | (1 BELIEVE You, HIRA. YOU ARE 

I WAS THINKING ONLY OF MY А BRAVE WOMAN! A BRAVE 

CHILD, MAHARAJ. HE WOULD BE 
WAITING FOR МЕ... 


[вит WHEN ‘SHE LOOKED DOWN -- 


MOTHER ! YOU DESERVE 


A REWARD. 


SHE HURRIEDLY CLIMBED DOWN THE WALL. 


NO! NO! 
1 CAN'T! 


SHIVAJI THEN TURNED TO HIS RAISE THE HEIGHT Y 
MINISTER . OF THE WALL 
= AND BUILD A WATCH- £| 
HIRA HAS DONE | TOWER HERE. a | 
US A GREAT SERVICE. = 
ENEMIES COULD GET 4 3 

IN, THE WAY HIRA I 3 тї. À j | 


WHY NOT? 
YOU DID IT 
LAST NIGHT, 

DIDN'T 


MAHARAJ, THE О στ THAT DIDN'T 
НІШ 15 SO STEEP! |, STOP YOU LAST 
I COULD SLIP AND / % NIGHT! 


SHIVAU! AND HIRA ARE NO LONGER 
ALIVE. BUT HIRA BURZ— THE WATCH- 
TOWER BUILT BY SHIVAJI AND 

NAMED AFTER HIRA—CAN BE 
SEEN IN RAIGADH TO THIS DAY. 
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ΤΗΕ RANI OF BELAVADI 


CAME WITH A MESSAGE TO ISHA р 
| PRABHU, THE DESAI * OF BELAVADI™. 


[ SWEAR ALLEGIANCE та 
ТО SHIVAJI IN EXCHANGE 


IN THE YEAR 1677, А MARATHA ENVOY | 


[THE MESSAGE WAS FROM PADAdI 
|RAGHLINATH МЕРКА, ONE OF 
| \SHIVAU’S MOST ABLE COMMANDERS.| |} FOR HIS PROTECTION 2 


NEVER! 


1 HAVE GREAT RESPECT 
FOR SHIVAJI MAHARAJ. 
1 ADMIRE HIS COURAGE 
AND LOVE OF FREEDOM. 
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* FEUDAL CHIEFTAIN «fe IN BELGAUM DISTRICT 


BUT | ALSO 
SHARE HIS 
LOVE OF 
FREEDOM. 
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MEANS | WANT 
TO REMAIN 


THE ENVOY LEFT FOR THE 
N| MARATHA CAMP. 


LATER, WHEN ISHA PRABHU DISCUSSED THE 
PAY'S HAPPENINGS WITH HIS WIFE , MALLAMMA ™— 


ΡΑΡΑυΙ,Ι9 NOT 
GOING TO LIKE 
MY REPLY. 


SURE SHIVAJI \ 
MAHARAJ } 


TO HIM | AM JUST 
ONE OF THE MANY 
DESAIS HE WANTS 
TO BRING UNDER 

HIS SWAY. 


** ALSO KNOW BY THE NAME SAVITRIBAI 


Υ͂ WOULD THAT 
MEAN WAR? 


___AMARCHITRAKATHA ——— — — 


A5 EXPECTED, DADAU! LAID SIEGE TO BELAVADI. 
| MARATHA SOLDIERS SURROUNDED THE FORT. 


= 
Б = =  —— 
Ja | < THEY RUN OUT N 


= | OF SUPPLIES THEY WILL 
| HAVE TO SURRENDER. 
= i у 
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EVERY ATTEMPT OF THE ENEMY TO SCALE 
THE FORT WAS FOILED. 


WE HAVE BEEN 
HERE FOR OVER. 
A MONTH AND THE 
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THAT NIGHT A MARATHA 
SOLDER STEALTHILY SCALED 
THE WALL OF THE FORT... 


|... RAN DOWN THE STEPS OF THE TOWER | " . 
/ hs i50nnnnr - 
AND MADE HIS мәх... ENL. ζ == п 


= ш —1 EE μι 


“72 THE PLACE WHERE THE HAY 
FOR THE HORSES WAS STACKED. 


TALES OF SHIVAJI 
THE FIRST TO NOTICE THE FIRE WERE THE 
GUARDS ON THE RAMPART. - - 

а 23: [тт 


IM 
[...THE MARATHA RAN TOWARDS THE 
|GATES OF THE FORT. 
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WHAT ARE 
you DOING 


GRANARY | SPREADING. WE'RE }- 


С ABLAZE! | TRYING TO PUT 
s ыт a 


—— — — ` 7” 7J ΕΞ 1 E ш -N 
THE WHOLE AND THE FIRE IS V. Є WOMEN AND 


CHILDREN WILL | 
A FIGHT THE FIRE. 
a si 


[зит тт WAS — ТОО LATE. THE 
| MARATHAS HAD ENTERED THE FORT! 


YOU GET 
BACK TO YOUR 
POSTS! QUICK! 


WE WILL DRIVE 
THEM OUT — EVERY 
ONE OF THEM! 
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FOLLOW ME! 
EVERY ONE 
OF yOu! 


ISHA PRABHU AND HIS MEN 
FOUGHT SO FIERCELY... 


Глена PRABHU WAS SEVERELY WOUNDED, 


YET HE KEPT FIGHTING ... 


[..-THAT THE MARATHAS WERE 
COMPELLED TO RETREAT. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES OF SHIVAJI 
[ EVEN AS THE GATES WERE <... SHE TOIGHE {= GEE OF HER κ [... AND PICKED UP THE SWORD 


а 
. TILL THE MARATHAS WERE 


=== E Γ LYING BESIDE HIM. 
| DRIVEN OUT OF THE FORT. У CLOSE: SS BES 6; 


[WHEN THE RANI CAME TO THE SPOT... | AND NO SUPPLIES 
| PLS! се A CAN REACH US UNTIL 
THE SIEGE IS 


WITHDRAWN. 
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| Е τ | INSPIRED BY HER COURAGE THE MEN | THE RAN/ MOVED WITH LIGHTNING 


WE'LL Ы ER 
BREAK THE | FOUGHT FIERCELY. Ҹ 


SIEGE. 


DADAul 
/ WILL NOT 
WITHDRAW 
THE SIEGE. 


WHAT 
SHALL WE 
DO THEN, 
RANI 


SO THE GATES WERE 
THROWN OPEN. 


THE RANI RODE OUT. 


WE'LL LOSE ΤΗΕ 
BATTLE UNLESS 
THE RANI 15 
CONTAINED. 


TFF 
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/ SuRROUND 
THE RANI! 
DISARM HERI 


/ 


AS THE MEN CLOSED IN ON HER, THE 
| RANI FOUGHT EVEN VIGOROUSLY. 


] 
THE LEGS OF THE RAWI'S HORSE WERE | | Bun 
HACKED OFF. 
ἘΠ y= 
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SHE JUMPED OFF THE HORSE AND... 


Г... CONTINUED \ 
|THE FIGHT. 


es 


BEHIND ... 


BUT SHE WAS STRUCK FROM ||...AND HER SWORD FLEW OFF. |. 


ή 


[SHE STOOD DISARMED.NO ONE MOVED 
TOWARDS HER. ALL STOOD STILL. 


| | I ACCEPT DEFEAT. 


PLEASE ENSURE 
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| LATER, WHEN SHIVAJI WAS INFORMED OF THE FALL T 
|OF BELAVADI — 


PADAJI, THE 
RANI OF BELAVADI 
15 A GREAT WOMAN. (355 
BRING HER HERE 
WITH THE RESPECT L. 
DUE TO A / 

SOVEREIGN. 


| WHEN THE RANI WAS BROUGHT TO 
HIS CAMP SHIVAJI STOOD UP TO 
RECEIVE HER. 


| PO NOT KNOW 
WHO 15 THE VICTOR. 
I ONLY KNOW YOU 
АРЕ NOT THE VAN- 
\QUISHED, YOU SHALL 
EVER REMAIN 


MOTHER, | SALUTE 
YOU FOR YOUR 
| BRAVERY. 


YOUR FORGIVENESS, 
MOTHER. 


YOUR HUSBAND. 1 CAN- 

NOT GIVE YOU BACK 

YOUR FREEDOM BECAUSE 
| YOU NEVER LOST IT. 

1! DON’T HAVE ANY THING 
TO GIVE. BUT | HAVE 
SOMETHING TO 
ASK OF You. 


arg 
| I CAN'T GIVE YOU BACK 
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1 ENTERED 
YOUR CAMP FILLED 
WITH HATRED — 

HATRED FOR HIM 
WHOM | HAD ONC 
ADMIRED. 


BLESS ME, | WISH YOU 


MOTHER. | NEED 


H Hes M WELL, MAHARAJ: 
ποπ. Node YOUR BLESSINGS-/| ay GOD ΒΕ 


WORDS HAVE 2 WITH you! 
DISPELLED MY 
HATRED . 1 NO 
LONGER FEEL 
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JEU HELD A SPECIAL DURBAR 


TO MARK THE CONQUEST OF KALYAN. 


[ABAJI MAHADEV, ΤΗΕ COMMANDER-IN- 
| CHARGE OF THE KALYAN CAMP HAD A 
— UNIQUE GIFT TO OFFER. ῃ 


[ΟΝΕ BY ONE THE SPOILS OF THE κα 
CAMPRIGN WERE PRESENTED TO HIM. 


[τηε DAUGHTER-IN-LAW | йй 
| OF MULLA AHMED, AN 
OFFICIAL OF KALYAN 
| WHO RAN AWAY y 
| WHEN WE TOOK "BL 


Ф. 


ISN’T SHE 
BEAUTIFUL? 
WOULDN'T 
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WERE AS BEAUTIFUL | 
AS YOU, 1 TOO 
WOULD HAVE / 
BEEN HANDSOME. / С. 
a 


— 


ABAJI, ı MUST NH] 
THANK уди FOR {8 
FINDING ME SUCH 


pee. А BEAUTIFUL У 4 
N SISTER! ad 
» 


AND THE GIRL WAS SENT TO Hi 
ER 
HUSBAND'S HOUSE WITH RICH GIFTS, 


* MOTHER 
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rmy ма зана" Д 
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ED TO HER PEOPLE. THIS 
MILITARY DURBAR IS 
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India's greatest epic, told over 1,300 beautifully illustrated pages 
The Mahabharata Collector's Edition. It's not just a set of books, it’s a piece of culture 
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YES, MAHARAJ | 
AS уои 


HAVE HER SAFELY ESCORT- 


NO PLACE FOR HER. 


THE MAHABHARATA 
COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


Rupees one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine only. 7 А 
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